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Who are we seeking? 

In Bemerton Parish, our loving, colourful, vulnerable, gifted, and loyal 
congregation needs a rector who loves them, who can make them laugh, who 
forgives their weaknesses and who can lead both young and old into a deeper 
relationship with God.  

So we are seeking a Spirit-filled priest who 

• sees God in everyone and wants to join us in taking His love out from 
the church to the people in Bemerton 

• will be part of our inclusive ethos 

• is as concerned with whom we worship and the reason we worship as 
in the way we do it 

• has a gift for presenting and teaching the gospel in a less formal way 
in order to attract people of all ages 

• will help us bridge the gap between everyday life and the Bible we are 
exploring 

• will listen to God and listen to us and who will discuss their vision for 
us 

• is enthusiastic and friendly and will encourage the congregation to use 
their gifts and make each individual feel he or she is an important part of 
the body of Christ, even if they are only a little toe 

• will encourage youth work and be able to relate to youngsters to draw 
them in, seeing church through their eyes and helping them make a 
relevant connection with Jesus 

• knows how to delegate and trust people with responsibility. 

At St. Michael’s we have a vision of being the “city on the hill”, a central place 
where people around will learn to develop their potential and their skills, to 
better relate to each other, to make friends, to help each other, and where they 
will at the same time know that there is a core of folk praying for them and 
wanting the best for them.  We know that we can only do this with God’s help, 
the Spirit’s guidance and the love of Jesus. 

As you join with us, you won’t be on your own, you can be assured of our 
support of you, our hard work and our willingness to listen to you and be open 
to new ideas.  We will give you space to renew your own strength with God 
alone, and time to enjoy your family if you have one, and we will not expect 
you to row the boat by yourself. 

Please put it to the Lord, whether He wants you to join us in this exciting and 
demanding endeavour, and if He does, please fill in an application form! 
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Who are we? 
  Some basic facts and figures: 

 

Bemerton is the largest parish in Salisbury, an urban area situated on the edge 
of this beautiful city. The parishioners at the moment number 9,800 but there is 
a new estate being built, St. Peter’s Place, which will soon add 3,250 to this 
number. 

Salisbury is a medieval 
cathedral city with a 
population of 40,302, 
situated at the 
confluence of the rivers 
Avon, Nadder, Ebble, 
Wylye and Bourne. The 
city is approximately 20 
miles (32 km) from 
Southampton and 30 
miles (48 km) from Bath. 

 

Salisbury, “a city in the country”, is in the southeast of Wiltshire, near the edge 
of Salisbury Plain. Salisbury Cathedral was formerly north of the city at Old 
Sarum. Following the cathedral's relocation, a settlement grew up around it 
which received a city charter in 1227 as New Sarum, which continued to be its 
official name until 2009 when Salisbury City Council was established. Salisbury 
railway station is an interchange between the West of England Main Line and 
the Wessex Main Line and the city is within driving distance of the coast, 
Cranborne Chase and the New Forest. 
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Our mission has four settings  
St. Andrew’s Church 

St. Andrew's in Lower Bemerton is a tiny 13th century church, seating about 40 
people. It was the parish church until 1857, when St. John's was built, and is 
now a chapel-of-ease.  Its greatest claim to fame is that George Herbert was 
Rector from 1630 to 1633 and it is his final resting place, which attracts visitors 
from across the world. The Old Rectory opposite, used by George Herbert, is 
now a private home. 

St. Andrew’s is open every day and this is possible with support from local 
residents, both worshippers and non-worshippers, who have a locking up rota. 

Services at St. Andrew’s 

Every Sunday 8am Communion using the Book of Common Prayer 
(average attendance 10). 

First Sunday 4pm or 6pm Evensong with Hymns (average attendance 20 
– 30). This is also based on the Book of Common Prayer and is 
organised by a retired priest resident in the village.  

A small George Herbert Celebration is held at the end of February each 
year, organised by the Friends of St. Andrew’s. 

The upkeep of St. Andrew’s is supported by the Friends of St. Andrew’s 
Bemerton, run by a small group of local residents, answerable to the PCC, with 
the aims of promoting George Herbert and preserving his church. 

There is also a George Herbert in Bemerton group who organise poetry study 
days, musical events and guest speakers throughout the year. This is not part 
of the church but there is good communication between them and the Friends 
of St. Andrew’s. 
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St. John’s Church also St. John’s Place 

St. John’s was built when Lower Bemerton village was expected to expand 
making St. Andrew’s church too 
small for the population - 
although the village didn’t 
expand in that direction!  

St. John’s was at the point of 
closure to worship but was 
saved by an initiative between 
the church, the community and 
St. John’s School opposite. The 
building was converted, with the 
main space leased from the 
diocese and run by the 
Bemerton Community Group as 
an independent Community Centre using the St. John’s Place branding. This 
venue opened in 2016 and provides additional space for the school, 
community activities and is hired by various groups. 

 

The chancel remains consecrated 
as part of Bemerton Parish 
although no regular services are 
currently held there. It is used for 
weddings and occasional services. 

We also use the rest of the building 
for some church events such as the 
‘Weekend Away at Home’.   

 

St. John’s Fellowship group meets 
weekly for a meal and a time of 
fellowship. This is led by local 
residents who are also worshippers 
at St. Paul’s Church in a 
neighbouring parish. This is one of 
our areas of informal collaboration 
between parishes.  

 

 

The Weekend Away At Home 
St. John’s Place March 2018 
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St. Peter’s Place 

 

 

St. Peter’s Place is now a new part of the Parish as from spring 2019. This 
means we have responsibility for the new houses as part of a large estate and 
St. Peter’s School, part of the Diocesan Academy.  A community space was 
included as part of the design for St. Peter’s School.  

The diocese has formed an ecumenical initiative led by Bemerton working with 
several other city churches. Called the Followers, this group have, since March 
2019, been organising a Community Café after school at least once a month. 

This provides a space where parents, 
residents and other members of the St Peter’s 
Place community can meet and chat. It is 
hoped that other community events will 
develop from this. 

 

The vision is that eventually this will grow into 
a local worship group and a residents’ 
association within St. Peter’s Place. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

St. Peter’s Place under construction February 2019 

St. Peter’s Academy Foyer 
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St. Michael’s Church 

St. Michael’s is the Parish Church and the focal point for our worship and 
outreach. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

St. Michael’s was built in 1957 on Bemerton Heath as part of a council estate, 
on the other side of the A36 from Lower Bemerton.  

The church has recently been redecorated inside, using money from a legacy 
left by a parishioner which is 
also allowing us to upgrade the 
sound and video systems.  

It has a large car park, which 
serves the church and the 
community centre alongside it. 
There is a large garden space 
on the same plot, which offers 
various opportunities. 

 

 

 

Services at St. Michael’s  

Every Sunday at 10.30am  

1st Sunday – Fun Church (average attendance 30 + 10 children) 

2nd & 4th Sundays – Family Communion (average attendance 34 + 2 
children) 

3rd & 5th Sundays – Informal worship (average attendance 34 + 2 
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But more importantly….    

    We are much more than facts and figures!  We are a family! 

Church Community 

Our church community consists of a relatively small congregation of faithful 
believers, with a big heart and with a vision to bring God to the people on the 
estate, to enrich their lives and reach them with the love of Jesus. We are an 
inclusive church, seeking to be non-judgemental of others, we leave that to 
God who loves all His creatures.  

Our congregation is very socially varied and everyone is loved and nurtured. 
We have heard several new people say “as soon as I walked in here I felt 
loved and welcomed and knew that this is where I belonged”. Our services at 
St. Michael’s are relaxed and friendly and teams of people are on rotas for 
reading the lessons, intercessions, flower arranging, welcoming, chalice 
administration, prayer ministry and serving tea and coffee at the back of the 
church after the services.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Harvest at St. Michael’s 

Please stay for tea or coffee after the service 
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Music 

We value our music, which is led by our worship leader, Howard, and our 
worship band, consisting of any combination of keyboard, bass, drums and 
guitar.  The music is an uplifting, eclectic mixture of traditional hymns, more 
modern favourites, with a sprinkling of latest trending songs from today’s new 
breed of worship leaders. The band is backed by a team of audio-visual 
helpers who monitor sound and balance and project words onto a screen.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Worship 

On the first Sunday of the month we have Fun Church.  This is a more relaxed 
service which involves the children and their parents who come and participate 
in games, drama, craft or competitions, but also has a clear Christian 
message. Historically this congregation consists of people who bring their 
children but who do not come to the other services offered and we need to 
bridge this gap. 

On the second and fourth Sundays we have Holy Communion, using Common 
Worship. 

The third Sunday is an informal worship service which contains an extended 
worship time led by the worship band in addition to teaching sometimes with 
symbolic acts of prayer or reflection. 

Because, over the years, the numbers coming to church have not greatly 
increased we have realised that for us it is extremely important to draw people 
to God in ways other than church services on Sundays.  We are praying for 
someone to lead us who likes a challenge, who shares our vision and who can 
relate easily to people on all social levels – someone who can join us in 
reaching out to the people of Bemerton Heath with prayers, effort, enthusiasm 
and hard work.   
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Fellowship 

We really value fellowship in our congregation and we have currently four 
fellowship groups - three home groups and St. John’s Fellowship.  Some meet 
weekly, some monthly, some in the daytime, some evenings but each one is 
different and suited to the group of people who gather.  Activities might be 
Bible studies, themed biblical topics, lectio divina, discussions on 
contemporary Christian thought etc.  Some have socials at Christmas or 
barbeques in the summer and always there is prayer – for the church, for each 
other, and thanksgiving.  Over  30 people attend these groups and they include 
some who are on the fringes of church, unable to come regularly on Sundays 
and others who don’t come to church at all but enjoy home group.  We would 
eventually like to see each member of the congregation belonging to a group 
as they offer opportunities for fellowship, nurturing, encouraging spiritual gifts, 
sharing problems etc. 

We have a monthly prayer meeting in the church to thank God for what he is 
doing among us, to offer all of our activities to Him and to pray for the parish, 
and there is a meeting for prayer in the church at 9am Monday to Thursday. 

We try to meet together most years for a day or weekend where we share 
fellowship, ideas, and try to find God’s way forward for our church. 

Social Events 

Bemerton Parish loves a social gathering, whether to celebrate an occasion or 
a person, have a dance, do a quiz, dress up or down, raise money for charity 
or just run a Jumble Sale. We are always looking for ways to meet and get to 
know each other better especially if it involves food.  

The Transfiguration  - Fun Church puppet 
show (above) 
Fun Church Prayers on clouds  (right) 
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We held a Fish & Chips Social to discuss what we wanted in our new Rector, using  
the Church Times - for ideas for the advert. 
 

St. Michael’s Community Centre.     

The Community Centre was built around 1957 and it now has two large halls, a 
café, a large kitchen, and various sized office rooms. A separate downstairs 
area has an additional large hall and associated facilities used by the Trussell 
Trust as a food bank outlet and shop. 

In 2011 we had a vision for St. Michael’s Community Centre as a hub for 
Bemerton Heath and developed a volunteer-run café which has a wonderful 
coffee machine, and is now open every weekday from 11am to 2pm, serving 
hot and cold drinks, home-made cakes, home-made soup and light lunches.  It 

draws many people in and we now have a part time manager for the Centre 
who is working hard to try to ensure that all the spaces are fully used.   

The centre is used by various groups from the wider community and the 
church. It is also hired for one-off meetings and parties.   



11 

We support and encourage a local Christian initiative, Rise 61, which works 
with the youth on Bemerton Heath and leases part of the centre grounds where 
they run a bike hub. Rise 61 also work closely with St Paul’s and with Grace 
Church (an evangelical Free Church who meet in the local high school). We 
believe that this may be an opportunity for collaborative working although we 
are currently unable to actively explore this.   

We have recently bid for and won funding for a Community Fridge which 
receives surplus food from shops and from other Charities. This is open to 
everyone and on two days a week it works alongside the Trussell Trust 
Foodbank outlet. 

The Community Centre is pivotal to the bigger vision of the church, which is to 
develop it as a centre for local enterprise and as a natural centre of the 
community on Bemerton Heath. To help people to realise their potential, to 
work together as a Community and to experience – and want more of - the 
love of God.   To achieve this we are actively setting up the Community Centre 
as a Charitable Incorporated Organisation (CIO) in its own right. This will allow 
a greater breadth of the services we can offer and should open up additional 
income streams.  

 

Parish Staff 

We have an experienced Licenced Lay Minister, a part time Community Centre 
Manager, a part time Parish Administrator and cleaners. 

During the vacancy we have been supported on a regular basis by three local 
clergy, two of whom are retired. Additionally staff from the Cathedral have 
enjoyed the opportunity to take services in our parish. There may be 
opportunities to continue this at least on an occasional basis. 

Occasional Offices 

In 2019 there were six Baptisms, seven Weddings, eleven Funerals and two 
interments of ashes. Most of the weddings are held at St John’s which can be 
used as a combined wedding and reception venue. 
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Links with the community 

Schools 

We have  six schools in our parish. Bemerton St. John and St. Peter’s 
Academy are C. of E. Primary Schools and the secondary school, Sarum 
Academy (11 – 18), is also C. of E. The church currently has Governors in 
these two primary schools and should soon have a Governor in Sarum 
Academy.  

We have two other primary schools, Woodlands and Pembroke Park Academy 
and also a newly opened branch of Springfields Academy which provides the 
specialist provision for children aged 4 - 14 with autism in South Wiltshire. 
Springfields have asked to use the church for occasional school events such 
as their Carol Service. 

There are good links with the schools, and good communication with Bemerton 
Methodists, who share this ministry. 

 

Other churches 

Bemerton is within the Deanery of Salisbury and the incumbent will be part of a 
diverse and supportive deanery chapter and synod. 

There is a Churches Together in Salisbury group which meets quarterly and 
discusses ecumenical initiatives, e.g. The Bridge work in schools and 
ecumenical events such as the Way of the Cross and events around 

Pentecost. 

Locally we work with the Methodist 
Church and the Roman Catholic 
Church located within the parish for a 
Good Friday walk and have in the 
past organized other events together. 
Once a year we meet with the local 
Methodist Church to share the 
Covenant Service. 

 

 

 

 

 

We are just beginning to explore whether there are ways in which we can 
strengthen links with St Paul’s Church, with the potential for joint initiatives to 
the benefit of both of our Parish Ministries.  

 Good Friday Walk 2018  
arriving at the Community Centre for tea and hot cross buns 



13 

 Outreach 

Our team of five Lay Pastoral Assistants meets monthly to support one another 
and pray for those they are visiting. They visit the local nursing home and 
sheltered housing complexes to give communion and also provide communion 
to those unable to leave their home. 

The village of Quidhampton lies 
within the parish.  The village hall is 
leased from the church for a 
peppercorn rent. The church 
organises occasional events at the 
White Horse pub such as a carol 
service and a harvest celebration. 

 

 

 
 

We produce twice monthly news sheets and have links with the village 
newsletters “What’s On in Bemerton” and “Quidhampton News.” 

We have our own website.  

 

Finances 

We recently received a significant legacy which we have used to invest in our 
buildings which were in need of repairs and redecoration. We have some of 
this remaining including the amount allocated for charitable use which we have 
yet to decide how to use. 

We currently have a deficit budget and some reserves but this situation is not 
sustainable for too many years. 

The budgeted income and expenditure are shown. 
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 The Rectory 

St. Michael’s Rectory is situated at the back of the church and community 
centre.  It was built at the same time as the church and is a 5 bedroomed 
detached property with garage, ample parking and a large established garden.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Useful websites.  

Parish - www.bemertonparish.org.uk  

Churches Together - www.salisburychurches.org  

Bemerton St. John’s School  - www.bemerton.com   

Sarum Academy - www.sarumacademy2017.org  

Springfields Academy - www.springfields.wilts.sch.uk 

St. Peter's - www.stpeters.dsat.org.uk  

George Herbert and Bemerton Group - www.georgeherbert.org.uk 

St. John’s Place – www.stjohnsplace.uk 
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