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Croeso yn enw Iesu
Welcome in the name of Jesus



I am delighted you are exploring this exciting 
opportunity to lead the people of God in 
mission and ministry in and around the town

of Caerphilly, the valley villages of Abertridwr and 
Senghengydd and the hamlet of Eglwysilan. 
I am praying for you as you embark on this 
process of discernment.

These are exciting times in the Diocese of Llandaff. 
Our five year strategic vision ‘Where Faith Matters’ is 
becoming reality. As a Diocese we are encouraging 
one another to tell a joyful story, grow the Kingdom 
and build our capacity for good. With help from 
the Evangelism Fund of the Church in Wales, we 
have launched Citizen, a new Resource Church for 
the diocese, which has grown rapidly and is already 
preparing to plant churches across the diocese, one of 
which will be in the Caerphilly and Aber Valley Ministry 
Area. We have invested heavily in our ministry and 
mission amongst young people, recruiting mission 
enablers and outreach workers to work alongside 
our churches. We have completed the transition to 
Ministry Areas, which will encourage collaborative 
ministry and empower our congregations as we reach 
our communities with the Good News of Jesus Christ. 
We are putting in place the support and resources 
required for these new forms of ministry to flourish.

Croeso!  Welcome!
The next Ministry Area Leader will have the chance 
to make a real and lasting difference in the Ministry 
Area, ensuring effective and sustainable mission and 
ministry across Caerphilly and the Aber Valley for the 
foreseeable future. The Ministry Area Leadership 
Team places a high value on collegiality and 
collaboration, so it seemed right to us to allow the 
next Ministry Area Leader to build their team as they 
see fit. One of the first things the successful candidate 
will therefore need to do is recruit a Vicar to complete 
the team of lay and clerical colleagues who can share 
resources, play to their strengths and reimagine what 
it means to be church in the twenty first century. 
You will have the chance to forge a new way of 
working together across the four churches whilst,
at the same time, enabling a new church plant to take 
root, building a legacy that will leave its mark on the
next generation.

I hope you will find this profile helpful in discerning 
whether you feel called to apply.

Rt Rev’d June Osborne
Bishop of Llandaff



Welcome to the Caerphilly and Aber Valley Ministry Area. We are a group of four churches 
at the lower end of the Rhymney Valley, in the Diocese of Llandaff, fifteen miles from 

Cardiff. The Ministry Area is a diverse place, with valley villages, a farming hamlet and 
the largest town in the Borough. We are looking for a missional priest and leader with energy, 

imagination and a strategic mind, to join a mixed team of clergy and laity, working collaboratively to 
grow our ministry and mission in this area. With help from a new Mission Enabler from the Diocese 
and in partnership with the first church plant from Citizen Church, the Resource Church in Cardiff, 

we are confident ministry here can be both fruitful and fulfilling.



Our Ministry Team
New role:  Ministry Area Leader

We want to secure the future of the Ministry Area, nurture lay and ordained vocations,
curate imaginative and excellent liturgy, growing congregations and working strategically
and collaboratively across the Ministry Area.

The Ministry Area Leader would be expected to:
• Convene and chair the Ministry Area Leadership 

Team, modelling effective collegial ministry
 and leadership.
• Oversee all operational matters and strategic 

planning, delegating responsibility to the Ministry 
Area Leadership Team as appropriate.

• Be a focus of unity for the whole of the Ministry Area, 
promoting the vision and pursuing

 strategic priorities.

• Line manage Operations Manager

• Oversee the ongoing training and function of all lay 
involvement in liturgy and pastoral care.

• Train Curates serving their title in the Ministry Area.
• Ensure Ordinands on placements in the Ministry
 Area are supervised.

• Oversee the ongoing development and review 
process for each member of the Ministry Area 
Leadership Team 

We are therefore looking for a priest who:
• Is comfortable with collaborative ministry
 and leadership.

• Has experience curating excellent liturgy and worship.

• Is strategic, organised and self-motivated.

• Wants others to come to faith and congregations
 to grow

• Is committed to their own personal and spiritual 
development.

• Takes care of their own wellbeing.

The Vicar will be housed in a four 
bedroom detached house in Caerphilly.



Caerphilly
Caerphilly, the largest town in 
Caerphilly County Borough, with a 
population of over 40,000, is located 
in an area of outstanding natural 
beauty. To the south is Caerphilly 
Mountain. At its heart is Caerphilly 
Castle. Built in the 13th century, 
it’s the largest castle in Wales and 
second, only to Windsor Castle, in 
the whole of the UK. Spread over a 
30 acre site, it attracts over 100,000 
visitors every year. Easily accessible 
by road, rail or bus and just 10 miles 
North of Cardiff, the town swells
with tourists during the summer 
months. Alongside the castle, 
Caerphilly is known for its Flower
and Food Festivals and it’s Big 
Cheese Festival, celebrating the 
popular hard crumbly white cheese 
named after the town, with an 
extravaganza of street entertainers, 
living history encampments, music, 
dance, and a traditional funfair.

Aber valley
The Aber Valley hosts the 
farming hamlet of Eglwysilan 
on the mountain, and the two 
valley villages of Abertridwr and 
Senghenydd which grew around the 
mining industry in the late 19th and 
early 20th centuries. In 1913, the 
Universal Colliery in Senghenydd 
was the site of the biggest mining 
disaster in British history. 

The valley has been in decline 
since the closure of the pits, but 
there are signs of recovery, with 
new residential building being 

planned to underline its status as a 
“dormitory town” for Caerphilly.
The ancient church of St Ilan is 
situated on Eglwysilan mountain, 
alongside the Rose and Crown public 
house, both on the old drovers’ 
route from Merthyr to Cardiff, 
and the pilgrim route to St David’s. 
Today, it is a much-visited part of 
the Cistercian Way project popular
with pilgrims and tourists.



Existing Ministry Team

Vicar:
Revd Pauline Smith
Prior to ordination, Mother Pauline worked in retail and 
customer service. She has a passion for pastoral ministry 
and life events. Mother Pauline was ordained in 2014 
and has served as Vicar in the Caerphilly and Aber Valley 
ministry area since 2019.

Self-Supporting Curate:
Revd Martine Lewis
Martine naturally encourages people in their God given 
gifts and loves to share the Good News of the inclusive, 
unconditional love of Jesus, especially to those who don’t 
feel they deserve it, something she gets to do often in her 
prison ministry. She is happily married to a parish priest 
and would describe herself as an over protective mother.

Lay Chair:
Deryn McAndrew
Deryn had 35 years experience in IT before retirement. 
Since then, she has served as Treasurer and Church 
Warden. Earlier this year she was appointed as Lay 
Chair of the Ministry Area. She appreciates the more 
collaborative way of working that Ministry Areas demand. 
Deryn’s organisational skills and experience have played a 
significant part shaping the way we work. 



Ministry Area Wardens
Angie Anderson
Angie was a secondary school teacher for forty years 
eventually becoming an assistant head teacher. She 
has many years experience of team leadership, holding 
significant managerial and pastoral responsibilities. 
Angie also volunteered as a scout leader for many years.  
Since retiring Angie has enjoyed being involved in church 
life taking on the role of Ministry Area Warden last Easter. 

Julia Rawlins
Julia worked for 30 years in Primary school education. 
She is one of the organists in the Ministry Area and is also 
a chorister in the MA choir. She was recently appointed as 
Ministry Area Warden and enjoys playing a supportive role 
as a member of the leadership team.

Pastoral Officer:
Barbara Turner
Barbara has been involved in Scouting for 40 years 
serving in hands-on and managerial roles. During the 
pandemic she helped track hundreds of telephone calls 
made to the housebound and self-isolating. She is a 
member of the Ministry Area Choir. Barbara now supports 
the Ministry Area Leadership team in her role as Ministry 
Area Pastoral Officer.

Operations Manager:
Nerys Beckett
Nerys has grown up within our church community, 
and is at the heart of much of its ministry.  She comes to 
us with almost 20 years’ experience in customer services, 
quality and administration from various industries. 
As our salaried Operations Manager, has been an 
invaluable part of the leadership team.
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St Andrew’s
St Andrew’s is one of the churches 
located on the large council 
estates around Caerphilly. Built 
in1962-3, it was designed as a 
multi-purpose church. Since then, 
it has been refurbished up to an 
excellent standard, and hosts various 
community activities through 
the week. There is an average 
congregation of 28.

St Catherine’s
St Catherine’s is a modern church 
built in 2000, which replaced an 
earlier “Mission church” dating back 

Our worshipping communities
Our churches are all very different with particular charisms and characteristics. Our new Ministry 
Area Leader would be given the strategic oversight of all these churches with particular pastoral 
oversight of St Martin’s.

to 1920. It benefits from a modern 
church hall situated alongside, which 
is very well used throughout the 
week for community and Ministry 
Area activities. There is an average 
congregation of 22.

St Ilan’s
St Ilan’s is a very ancient church 
with evidence of worship at the site 
back to the 6th Century. The present 
building is medieval and has many 
interesting features and a colourful 
history. It is normally open from 9am 
to 5pm, and is popular as a peaceful 
resting place for visitors. There is an 
average congregation of 12.

St Martin’s
St Martin’s is the parish church. It 
is a large Victorian building dating 
from 1879, which has faculty and 
planning approval for a major re-
ordering to include a community 
centre (the so-called SMART Centre) 
within the footprint of the rear of the 
church.  Situated near the main train 
and ‘bus stations, it is seen as a local 
amenity, with floodlighting provided 
by the town council. There is an 
average congregation of 95.



Our Diocese
Irish monks first established the Christian faith in Morgannwg during the 5th and 

6th centuries. St Cadoc established the monastery at Llancarfan and ruled the 
area as Abbott-King. St Illtud established a school of world renown at Llantwit 

Major where he trained St David and St Patrick. St Dyfrig became the first bishop 
of the area, followed by the great St Teilo. However, it was St Euddogwy, the third 

bishop who finally settled at Llandaff in the sixth century.

Today we are the most populous of six dioceses in the Church of Wales, with over 
one million inhabitants, covering much of South Wales, including the urban 

centres of Cardiff and Barry in the South East, the Heritage Coast to the South, 
the South Wales Valleys in the North and the post-industrial regions of Neath and 
Port Talbot in the West. The diocese is a family of over 10,000 regular worshippers 
with over one hundred clerics and more than two hundred churches spread across 

29 new Ministry Areas.



1 Cathedral

228 Churches

1 Eco-Diocese

133 serving clergy

29 Ministry Areas

11 Deaneries

33 Licensed Lay
Ministers

1 Resource Church

10,257 regular
Church in Wales 

worshippers

1 Theological
Institute

3 Church in Wales
High Schools

22 Church in Wales
Primary Schools
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