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About Us

The Fathers and Brothers of the Oratory of Saint Philip Neri at Cardiff
are members of a society of apostolic life in the Roman Catholic Church.
Following the way of the sixteenth century priest, St. Philip Neri, they are
dedicated to Prayer, the Word of God, and the Sacraments — especially
the worthy celebration of the Holy Sacrifice of the Mass and the
Sacrament of Confession.
The Oratorians have the care of souls in the Parish of St. Alban's-onthe-Moors, in the historic Cardiff neighbourhood of Splott, Tremorfa,
Adamsdown, and Roath, entrusted to them by His Grace the Metropolitan
Archbishop of Cardiff.
In establishing the Oratory, Archbishop Stack, wrote, "I pray that this
Oratorian Community ... will be a fruitful witness to the Gospel in exploring
new ways to serve those both within the Church and those living on the
peripheries of society in the City and in the Diocese of Cardiff."
The Oratorians also serve a Catholic Primary School together with the
Sisters and residents of Nazareth House, Cardiff. There are currently five
members of the community, two priests and three brothers in formation
for the priesthood.

A legacy of
sacred music
The Congregation of the
Oratory of St Philip Neri has
been recognised as one of
the outstanding custodians
of sacred music in the
Catholic tradition. Following
the way of St Philip, the
Oratorians believe sacred
music is meant to assist
those who experience it to
raise their hearts and
minds to God. Music is so
important to the Oratory,
that the order has given its
name — oratorio — to an
entire genre of sacred
musical experience.

From the foundation of the Cardiff Oratory,
Sacred Music has been at the heart of the
Christian worship of the community.
The Clerks & Scholars of the Oratory, the
principal choral ensemble, have been a highly
regarded part of Cardiff's musical life. Besides
the weekly rhythms of High Mass and Solemn
Vespers, Sacred Music at the Oratory is featured
during quarterly Musical Oratory evenings, which
serve as sacred concerts for voice, organ, and
other instruments; at special events in the civic
life of the City, like the Solemn High Requiem
Mass for HRH The Duke of Edinburgh; at the
annual Lessons & Carols, recently preached by
the 104th Archbishop of Canterbury; at special
services in the life of the Oratory, such as
Ordinations.
The Parish Choir and the School Choir are
also integral parts of the musical life of the
Oratory, with a strong tradition of volunteer
amateur choristers stretching back for more
than a century, to the beginnings of the St.
Alban's-on-the-Moors Church.

Director of Sacred
Music & Organist
Remuneration £20,000 (if qualified as organist) or £15,000 (if not)
Start Date 24 August 2022
Location St. Alban-on-the-Moors Church, Cardiff
Note: Applications will be accepted for the joint position, or for director of sacred
music only.
Purpose of role:
At the direction of the Superior of the Oratory, to lead the musicians associated
with the Oratory to ensure excellent sacred muisc in the Roman Catholic tradition
as received by the Congregation of the Oratory of St Philip Neri. This role is key to
the delivery and development of sacred music in the Oratory, both professional
and voluntary.
Personnel supervised as part of the role:
The Director of Sacred Music leads Sacred Music department, including:
• The Organist (if the Director of Sacred Music is not an organist)
• The Suborganist (if the Director of Sacred Music is an organist)
• The Clerks & Scholars of the Oratory (8-10 professional singers)
• The Parish Choir (10-15 voluntary singers)
• The School Choir (according to programme developed with School Head)
• Voluntary Music Librarian
• Voluntary Robeskeeper
• Other positions necessary for the functioning of the Sacred Music Department
(as proposed to and approved by the Superior of the Oratory)

Schedule
The Clerks & Scholars of the Oratory of
professional singers sing the weekly High
Mass during term time. The Parish Choir of
voluntary singers sing the weekly Parish
Mass on Sundays. The Schola Cantorum
consists of professional and auditioned
voluntary singers who supplement the
Clerks & Scholars. The organ is used at all
Sunday and Holyday Masses, except
during Lent, when it is only used on Lætare
Sunday.
There is a quarterly Musical Oratory given
on a Friday or Saturday evening. Patronal
Festivals of St. Philip Neri (26 May) and St.
Alban the Martyr (20 June), together with
the annual celebration of the Forty Hours'
Eucharistic Adoration, are highlights of the
liturgical calendar in addition to the usual
seasonal rhythym. Other special services
include Remembrance Sunday, Festival of
Nine Lessons & Carols, and civic events.
Current sung services:
Sundays
10:00 Parish Mass (organ & Parish Choir)
11:15 High Mass (organ, Clerks & Scholars)
16:00 Solemn Vespers & Benediction
Saturdays
16:00 Sung Vespers
17:00 Sung Mass (organ & cantor)
Rehearsals
• Led by the Director of Sacred Music
• 60-90 minutes for the Parish Choir
• 90-120 minutes for the Clerks & Scholars
Weddings & Funerals
• Average 5-10 fully sung Weddings
• 50-60 Funerals per year, with organ and
singers organised & led by Director
Musical Oratory: Quarterly

Key
Responsibilities
Organ playing
Only for candidates applying to be Director of Sacred Music & Organist:
To act as principal accompanist for the Oratory Choirs and ensembles at regular choral
services, concerts, broadcasts, and recordings
To maintain a standard of excellence in choral accompaniment, voluntaries, improvisation and
liturgical playing
To play for a variety of special services and concerts as required
To take a share in general organ responsibilities e.g. organ recitals, visiting organists and to
provide occasional material for social media purposes
To show continuing musical and professional development
Choral direction
To direct the Oratory Choirs and ensembles as required
To rehearse the choirs and ensembles as required
To train new choristers
To recruit, plan and direct the Clerks & Scholars of the Oratory professional singers ensemble
To recruit plan, and direct the Parish Choir
To plan and direct, in consultation with the Headmistress, the Oratory School Choir
Other
To conduct the administrative affairs of the Sacred Music Department, in collaboration with the
Superior of the Oratory and the Prefect of Music
To encourage, support, and mentor the choral and organ scholar(s)
To recruit, plan and direct the Oratory Choirs and ensembles
To plan, direct, and attend departmental and other meetings as appropriate
To attend safeguarding training
To liaise with people and organisations outside the Oratory; to strengthen links with schools,
universities, choral foundations, music organisations, and Catholic and Christian music groups
To conduct recruitment for the Sacred Music Department: e.g. voice trials, choir auditions, and
chorister open days
To act as an ambassador for the Oratory
Not to bring disrepute upon the Oratory or the Catholic Church, particularly through public
speech or conduct
Key challenges
Working within a very busy, unpredictable environment
Ensuring excellent communications
Working with a mix of volunteers and professionals
Advanced planning and preparation to allow smooth running of the music department
Working Pattern
As with any such role, hours vary to meet demands, and include regular working in evenings and
on Sundays. During the choir term, at least two days a week will normally be completely free of
Oratory duties. Annual leave must be taken at times agreed with the Superior of the Oratory.

Candidate
Profile
Essential
For Organist applicants: An Organist of FRCO qualification or equivalent
standard and experience; a first class organist; solo player, accompanist and
liturgical organist.
A music degree or other appropriate qualification/experience.
A talented musician in sympathy with the worship, ministry and ethos of the
Cardiff Oratory.
An ability to engage, train and inspire a choir.
Flexibility towards the development of a wide range of musical and liturgical
styles, particularly plainsong, medieval, Renaissance, Baroque, Classical,
Romantic, and similar styles
A good communicator who can inspire choristers, professional and amateur
musicians alike, and who can also relate well to non-musicians.
A team player with an enthusiastic and proactive approach.
A positive outlook and a good sense of humour.
An efficient and reliable administrator, with a good working IT knowledge.
An interest in, or up-to-date knowledge of Christian liturgy.
An understanding of current issues and best practice relating to Safeguarding,
and a willingness to undertake training as necessary.
An understanding of the spiritual dimension of sacred music
Desirable
Experience of Roman Catholic worship, and sympathy with the ethos and
ministry of the Catholic Church
Experience of an Oratory, a Cathedral, a larger Parish Church or similar.
A working knowledge of digital music software, including Avid Sibelius,
Gregobase, and Gregorio.

More info
Extra Fees
There are frequent concerts, Oratorios,
civic and fraternal events, weddings, and
funerals in the Oratory. The Director of
Sacred Music has first refusal of all
occasions which are not normally part of
the liturgical life of the Oratory, and extra
fees are paid. If the candidate is also an
Organist, he or she would have first
refusal of all occasions where an
organist is required; an extra fee would
also be provided.
Other professional work
Cardiff is home to many choirs,
orchestras, and other musical
ensembles, in keeping with the rich,
ancient tradition of music in Wales. It is
encouraged that the post holder
combines their work in the Oratory with
other such opportunities in Cardiff, so
long as the post holder meets his or her
responsibilities to the Oratory first. Use of
the Oratory instruments for teaching
purposes is also permitted, but must be
coordinated with the diary.
About Cardiff
Cardiff is the capital of and largest city
in Wales, and the tenth-largest city in the
United Kingdom outside London. Ranked
sixth in the world in the 2011 National
Geographic list of alternative tourist
destinations, Cardiff saw 21.7 million
visitors in 2017. The city is a major centre
for film and television production,
including Doctor Who, Torchwood, and
Sherlock. Four major institutions of
higher learning are located in Cardiff,
including Cardiff University; Cardiff
Metropolitan University; the University of
South Wales; and the world-renowned
Royal Welsh College of Music and
Drama.

Details of
Application
In making your application, please provide the following:
A covering letter (no more than 1 page of A4) outlining your suitability for
the role, and your reasons for applying.
A Curriculum Vitae
For Organist candidates: details of your two most recent examples of
occasions when you have been involved as an organist in a major service
or concert, including date, venue & programme.
Contact information for 2 referees. One should be a musician and the other,
a priest/minister (of any Christian denomination).
Applications should be sent to the attention of The Very Rev. Fr. Sebastian
Jones, Superior of the Oratory, via email at admin@cardifforatory.co.uk. The
deadline for receiving applications is 12 Noon on Thursday, 2nd June. All
applications will be acknowledged via email.
We hope to invite applicants for interview on 9th and 10th June. Please
acknowledge your availability for these dates in your covering letter. Shortlisted
candidates will be reimbursed travel & accommodation expenses of up to
£150. During the interview process, you will have the opportunity to
demonstrate your skills as a vocalist and conductor, and if you are an organist
applicant, as an accompanist and soloist. Exact details of requirements will be
provided in advance.
The appointment will be subject to satisfactory completion of Enhanced DBS
disclosures.
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